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• Purpose: Advance the work of the Idaho Math Initiative 

• Partnership: State Department of Education and Idaho’s 

Institutions of Higher Education 
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Kathy Prummer 

7th Grade Math Teacher  

Lake Pend Oreille School District  

 
 

 



 Inspiring Those Who Inspire 

 

To teach effectively a teacher must develop 

a feeling for his subject; he cannot make 

his students sense its vitality if he does 

not sense it himself. He cannot share his 

enthusiasm when he has no enthusiasm 

to share. How he makes his point may be 

as important as the point he makes; he 

must personally feel it to be important. 

 

- George Polya 

 



Regional Math Specialist Support 

 

• Modeling/Observing Lessons 

 

• Assisting with Planning Common Core Units and 

Lessons 

 

• Modeling Effective Questioning 

 

• Instruction in Content and Pedagogy 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Regional Math Specialist Support 

 

• Engaging Students in 8 Mathematical Practices 

 

• Continually Encouraging and Mentoring Math 

Leaders 

 

• Assisting with Development of Informal 

Assessments and Teacher Understanding of 

SBAC 

 

 

 

 



Added Support from University Faculty 

 

• Book Study with Region I Teachers 

 

• Team of Teacher Leaders in Region I to Collaborate with 

Regional Math Specialist and RMC Director.  Primary 

Focus:  Action Research in Classrooms, Collaboration, 

Leadership Training 

 

 

 



Closer Collaboration With SDE 

 

• Opportunity to Attend Illustrative Math Conference: Bill 

McCallum, CCSS Author 

 

• Opportunity to Attend/Present at Summer Math 

Academy: Phil Daro, CCSS Author  

 

• More Regional and State Math Academy Conferences 

in the Future  



Teacher Benefits 

 

• Decreased Isolation 

 

• Improved Understanding of Idaho Core Content 

and Mathematical Practices 

 

• Opportunity to Engage in Professional Learning 

Community – Research, Conference 

Presentations 



Teacher Benefits 

 

• Effective Pedagogy and Increased Math Content in 

Idaho Core Implementation 

 

• Collaboration Between K-12 Teachers, University 

Faculty, and State Department Officials 

 

• Opportunity to Develop as Teacher Leaders 



Student Benefits 

 

• Engagement 

 

• Self-Efficacy 

 

• Confidence 

 

• Achievement 
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George Boland  

Superintendent 

Idaho Falls School District #91  

 
 

 



Regional Conferences 



Regional Conferences 

Upcoming Regional Conferences 

Pocatello:   November 21-22, 2014 

Coeur d’Alene:       January 23-24, 2015 

Twin Falls:     February 27-28, 2015 

 
 

 



Statewide Summer Academy 



Statewide Summer Academy 



Statewide Summer Academy 
• “Keep these happening!” 

• “The ‘free’ workshop was so nice—thank to the Department 

of Ed! Made it worth giving up some of my summer to get 

jazzed about math! Wish all teachers had done this!” 

• “Even though I’ve taught in Idaho for 37 years, this is my 

first experience/introduction with the Idaho Regional Math 

Centers. I’m going to be spreading the word!” 

• “This is the second training I’ve been through with you guys 

and I will attend more and bring others!” 

• “All the presenters did a great job of actually involving the 

participants just like we need to involve our students!” 

• “I learned a lot over the past two days! Thank you!” 



Statewide Highlights 



National Interest 
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